EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 2025/26
Submitted by Helen Ritchie Education Chair

Education Committee:
Education Chair:			Helen Ritchie
Marketing Coordinator: 		Kim Kendall (February 2026- )
Vendor Coordinator:			Lianne Naguiat
Events Coordinator: 			Monica Bhatara (June-Oct 26, Michelle McElroy(February 2026- )
Play Café Coordinator:	 		Jonathan Boudin 
Online Learning Video Editor: 		Erica Yu

The Education Committee completed the following tasks: 
· Attended board meetings and created reports
· Chaired and attended Education Committee meetings to compete planning for workshops and Play Cafés
· Coordinated three (3) workshops with the assistance of the board
· Held one Play Café
· Communicated with presenters regarding workshop topcs, approved provider requirements,  and how the board/committee members can support their event
· Created flyers and advertising for events
· Communicated and coordinated with vendors for events
· Communicated and coordinated with venues, catering and other in-person resources
· Arranged and attended to technical support for events 
· Responded to email enquiries at education@bcplaytherapy.ca and eventcoordinator@bcplaytherapy.ca 
· Reviewed all workshop offerings to be within CAPT and APT guidelines, as an Approved Provider
· Completed necessary CAPT and APT requirements including Approved Provider reports
· Engaged in planning for future BCPTA events and educational oﬀerings

Education Committee Meetings:
· Oct. 7, 2025
· Nov. 4, 25
· Jan. 13, 2026
· Mar. 3, 2026
· Apr. 28, 2026
· May 1, 2026
· [June 2, 2026 post-AGM year wrap up]


2025/2026 Offerings:
June – Nov/25	Book Club: My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma and the Pathways to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies by Resmaa Menakem.  There were 2 book clubs for these books; one book club was an affinity group. 

Oct. 2025	2-day workshop – Beyond the Basics: Comprehensive Sexual Abuse Therapy for Children and Youth- Kaela Blahey-hybrid in-person and online

Jan. 2026 	Play Café – Talking About Personal Space (TAPS) Training- Kaela Blahey

Feb 2026	2-day Workshop – Introduction to the Oaklander Model and the Impact of Systems on the Child-Dr. Karen Fried-online-e-learning library video in progress

May 2026 	1-day workshop & AGM – The Power of Play with PDA: An Introduction to Play Therapy with Pathological Demand Avoidant Clients-Julie Brenneise-online and e-learning library recording


Offerings  for 2026/27- 2 workshops are finalized and one in progress- save the dates
· November 6 & 7,2026- Integrating Cultural Inclusivity and Social Justice in Play Therapy Practice and Supervision Dr. April Duncan – includes 4 half day topics: 
· Integrating Culturally Inclusive Sand Tray in the Playroom
·  Love is Love: Play Therapy to Enhance Pride in LGBTQ+ Children & Youth
·  Shades of Play: Playful Techniques to Address Racial Trauma in Children of Color
·  Supportive Spaces: Promoting Cultural Inclusivity in Play Therapy Supervision
Online workshop 

· February 2027- Exploring a hands-on workshop with therapeutic applications for the playroom- exploring the format -possibly hybrid

· May 29, 27-AGM & Working with Indigenous Children in Play Therapy: Raven and Coyote Come to Play-Trish Rainville
Hybrid workshop-in person and online 

· Play Cafés: the committee is communicating with presenters regarding topics for 2 Play Cafés

· Bookclubs: the committee is exploring past member book club requests and will be partnering with the Anti-Racism committee to provide affinity group book clubs 

Good-byes: 
The education committee and BCPTA say goodbye to Monica Bhatara with much gratitude for the commitment, passion, contributions and thoughtfulness she brought to her Event Coordinator role on the committee for half of 2025-2026 year and previous roles as ARC advisor and President. Thank you, Monica. 

